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E

ach month, you’ll find detailed listings for just about every comic
book and pop-culture product. If it’s in your comic shop, it’s in
the pages of PREVIEWS! Here’s how to read each description!

1 Company Name - The publisher or
manufacturer is listed above each of their listings—
and for many comic pages on the sidebar of their
section.
2 Title - This is the name of the comic book,
graphic novel or product.
3 Issue number - If it is a continuing or ongoing
series of comic books, it will have an issue number.
If it is a limited series, each solicitation will show how
many in the series [i.e., #3 (of 4)]. Volume numbers are
used for graphic novels and trade paperbacks.
4 Creators’ names - We give credit to the
creative team that worked on the comic. You’ll find
(W) writers, (A) artists, and (CA) artists denoted in each
listing. An anthology style book, creators are just listed
as “Various”.
5 Product Description - This is a brief
description that provides an overview of the comic book
or product. We try to tell a little bit about the storyline
for each comic, and for each product—as much as we
can pack in a listing to help you make a decision to buy!

1
2

3

4

5

6 Stock (STK) Code - Use can this code or the
regular Item Code to order this product.
7 Product Format Line - Here you’ll find what
type of product it is. For comics and graphic novels, we
tell you what type of book it is—whether it’s softcover or
hardcover; what size it is (if different from a regular sized
comics), whether it’s color, black & white, or partial color,
and the page count of the comic or graphic novel.

6

8

7

8 Suggested Retail Price - The price you pay;
the U.S, retail price of the product. If the line says PI, that
means Please Inquire because your local retailer sets the
price—so make sure to ask them how much it will cost!

PREVIEWS legend
Throughout each issue, you’ll find a variety of symbols and terms to give you more information
and help you select the items you want.

Gems of the Month

The top offerings of the month,
as chosen by our Premier
publishers—these are the best
bets in comics whether it’s the next
high-profile project or a new ongoing series.

Featured Items

In other sections, you’ll find
Featured Items, the top monthly
products offered in their categories.

Previews Exclusive

These are items available only
through PREVIEWS ! When you see
this icon, you’ll know you’re ordering a limited item found nowhere else!

Featured Theme

Each month, PREVIEWS features a different
theme to highlight certain titles and products.
Look for that month’s themed icon to find these
selected items.

Staff Pick
Spotlight On

These items are not to be missed; highlighted
to get your attention.

This icon denotes items that
have been reviewed by our
staff and are worthy of a second look!

Star of the Month

These are best-selling
backlist items that are available for immediate
order from your local comic shop, and usually
available for pick-up in about a week!
PREVIEWS Abbreviations
SC = Softcover, HC = Hardcover, TP = Trade
Paperback, MMPB = Mass Market
Paperback, FC = Full-Color, b&w= Black &
White; PC = Partial Color, O/A = Offered
Again, M(SRP) = Manufacturers Suggested
Retail Price, MATURE = Mature Readers,
ADULT = Adult Material
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Comic Book Glossary 101

C

omic books have a
language all their
own and here’s a
look at some common
words and phrases that
you might hear about
comics or in your comic
book shop.

Anime
The Japanese word for animation
has become associated with
Japan’s unique style of animated
films and television. Anime
encompasses many different
genres and is typically either
adapted from or into manga.
Annual
An issue of an ongoing comic
book title that, in addition to its
regular monthly issues, as the
name implies, comes out once a
year, usually in the summer.
Artist
Usually refers to the illustrator of a
comic. Artists are divided among
three specific groups: penciler,
inker, and colorist. Traditionally,
the three tasks were handled by
three separate individuals, but
today, it is becoming more and
more common for a particular
title to have one artist do all three
tasks, or a combination of any
two.

Comic Book/Comics
Used generically in the industry to
refer to any sort of literature that
combines story and art, whether
as an ongoing series, mini-series,
maxi-series, graphic novel, or
other format.
Continuity
The timeline of most ongoing
comic book stories. All that has
happened prior to a particular
issue is adhered to in order to
tell a cohesive story over many
years. Continuity often also
encompasses other titles that
may be related to the title at
hand. For example, if Superman
and Batman have previously met,
then they are considered to have
interlinked continuity that has
happened in Superman’s world
has happened in Batman’s as
well. (See Retcon.)
Creators
A term used to describe the
writers and artists responsible
for the production of a particular
comic or graphic novel. Often
times, a comic is the collaborative
work of a writer and a team of
artists, though it is common for
one person to create an entire
work single-handedly.

Comic Bag/Cover/Sleeve
Two clear plastic sheets fused
together, open on one end to
create a pocket in which a comic
book is inserted for protection,
with a flap on the open end that
can be tucked within or taped
shut.

14

Digital Comics
Comics that can be read on
computers and tablets.
Graphic Novel
A comic book that is longer in
format than the usual “pamphlet,”
and typically contains a complete
story unto itself. Graphic novels
usually have higher production
values than the typical stapled
comic; i.e. hardcover volumes,
squarebound, or dust-jacketed.
Although a graphic novel usually
stands on its own as a complete
story, it is possible to have an
ongoing series or limited series
of graphic novels telling a single
story or series of related stories.
Imprint
A specific line of books that
share a certain theme, subject, or
editorial tone, all published under
the same marketing banner.
Incentive Cover
A special cover, produced in
limited numbers, that retailers
may purchase if they stock the
parent book at specific quantities.

Back Issue
An older issue of a comic series
whose value and collectability
depend largely upon market
supply and consumer demand.
Collected Edition
A graphic novel that reprints
multiple issues of a comic book
series into a single volume.

Digest
A collected edition that is
reprinted at a smaller scale than
a trade paperback (which is
reprinted at the same size as the
original comic). A digest typically
measures 4” x 5” and thus fits
better on a traditional bookshelf
and in a small reader’s hands.

Crossover
A story that continues from one
comic book title to a separate
title,
usually
involving
the
lead character(s) of each one
appearing in both for the duration
of the story. Historically, such a
story will showcase the exploits
of two popular heroes battling
a common enemy. Sometimes
crossovers can even involve
characters from rival publishing
companies.

Indie
Used to identify non-mainstream
comics, independent comics
are from outside the Premier
Publishers and can encompass
a vast number of genres. Usually,
the term is associated with a
particular style of storytelling and
art not found in traditional superhero comics.
Inker
The artist who uses black ink
to enhance the initial penciled
artwork. Inks are used to add
depth and shadow to the images.
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Letterer
Responsible for placing and filling
the word balloons and captions
over the finished artwork.
Limited Edition
An item produced in a finite,
and possibly numbered, print or
production run.
LCS
Abbreviation for “Local Comic
Shop.”
Manga
Literally the Japanese word for
comic book, manga typically
refers to a uniquely Asian style
of trade paperbacks from Japan,
Korea, and China. Manga is
usually smaller than traditional
graphic novels (often digest-sized)
and printed in black & white.
Manhwa
Another term that refers to Asianstyled comic books. The term
is most identified with Korean
manga.
Maxi-series
A comic book series that runs for
only a certain number of issues,
usually more than six, and then
concludes.
Mini-Series
A comic book series that runs
for only a set number of issues,
usually six or fewer, rather than as
an ongoing series.
One-Shot
A single comic book that is not
part of an ongoing series or miniseries that tells a complete story
in itself.
Ongoing
Usually used in conjunction with
“series.” This implies a comic
book series that has no ending
planned and will continue until
sales dictate its cancellation.
An example is Action Comics,
published by DC Comics, a series
that has been published nearly
continuously since 1938. Ongoing
series can have a frequency from
weekly to semiannually. Most are
monthly or bimonthly.
Pamphlet
Used by some to describe the
slim, periodical-like format of
original comic books.

Panel
The basic unit of storytelling in
a comic book. Usually square
or rectangular, panels frame
the action of a comic book and
graphic novel. The placement
and construction of panels on a
page can represent anything from
movement to time.
Penciler
Responsible for the initial layout
of a comic’s art. Provides the
basis for the rest of the books art,
i.e. inks, colors, etc.
Premier Publisher
The five largest comic book
publishers in North America
– Dark Horse Comics, DC
Entertainment, IDW Publisher,
Image Comics, and Marvel
Comics. Their products are
spotlighted at the front of the
monthly PREVIEWS catalog.
PREVIEWS Exclusive
A comic book or merchandise
product that is only available
through Diamond PREVIEWS and
the local comic book shop.
Pull List
A customized list for customers
of books that are automatically
set aside for them at their local
comic shop each week.
Reprint
A new publication of a previously
published comic book.
Retcon
A word made up from the words
“retroactive continuity.” Refers
to a newly published story that
changes or contradicts alreadyknown details of a particular
character’s past. The new story
takes precedence not only for
all future stories, but also for all
previous stories.
Signed & Numbered
An item with a creator’s autograph
and a numerical designation as
part of a set, specific amount.
Small Press
A book or product from a
publisher outside the top 10
publishers.
Signed Edition
An item signed by one or more of
the creators involved in the item’s
production.

Story Arc
A story arc is a specific story told
in an ongoing series over a course
of many issues. The story arc will
often have its own title, with each
issue being a “chapter.”
Super-hero
The genre most associated with
comics. Super powers, capes,
masks, secret identities, and
more.
Trade Paperback
A squarebound edition that
collects and reprints mini-series,
maxi-series, or story arcs in this
sturdier format, giving readers a
complete story at one time, rather
than over a period of months.
Sometimes, a trade paperback
may collect stories that are not
interconnected, but rather are
related by some theme. Many
trade paperbacks also contain
additional material not available
in the original serialization, such
as an introduction or foreword, or
character sketches.
Variant
Cover
An issue of a
comic book
printed with
multiple
covers, each
with unique
cover art,
and may be
available
in
limited
quantities as an incentive cover.
Webcomics
Comic strips and longer stories
that are produced to be read on
computers and tablets.
Word Balloons
The text-filled “bubbles” that contain
a story’s spoken dialogue.
Wraparound
Cover artwork or image that
wraps continuously around the
back and front covers of a
publication.
Writer
Responsible for the story’s script
to be interpreted by the artist
team. The writer plots the story,
provides the dialogue, and lays
the foundation for the book.
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There’s a lot to see
and do at your
local comic shop.

Come see what you’re missing!
From great comic books, graphic novels and toys, to cool
events like Free Comic Book Day, creator signings, and
more — your comic shop is a great place to visit. It’s 100%
convention — 100% of the time. Come see what you’re
missing! To find a comic shop near you,
visit comicshoplocator.com.
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